
  

 
   

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

 

United States Senate and House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS: 

Businesses, small to large, across the nation have exponentially suffered as the result of COVID, 

and have been forced to cut jobs and even close their doors permanently. One of the looming 

costs is the significant impact on the unemployment insurance fund. To prevent further loss, we 

respectfully ask Congress to consider the following:  



 Transfer of funds to state UI trust funds equal to the amount of benefits paid due to 

COVID. 

 Delay the application of the FUTA offset credit reduction for a year. 

 Reduce or waive interest fees. 

 Grant loan extension etc. to the 18 states and the U.S. Virgin Islands that have not only 

exhausted their state unemployment (UI) fund reserves in the wake of the pandemic, but 

have borrowed over $48 billion dollars (as of January 25, 2021) from the Federal-State 

Unemployment Compensation "UC" Program to continue providing jobless benefits.  

Unlike federal UI benefits, state UI benefits remain financed by state payroll taxes and are 

expected to rise sharply in the coming years. This will increase taxes on a per-employee basis, 

which will disincentive hiring employees and slow business recovery. In their weakened state, 

many more businesses will shut their doors for good under these tax increases.  

It is the belief of this coalition that it is neither right nor fair to hold employers solely responsible 

for replenishing state reserves and paying down federal loans. Our state unemployment systems 

were originally designed to be 100% funded by employers to provide jobless benefits as a result 

of business decisions. The pandemic and the ensuing shutdowns were not business decisions. 

The mass shutdowns were societal decisions responding to an unforeseen catastrophe and the 

unemployment system was stretched beyond its original intent in order to deliver economic relief 

to the masses. 

As such, we respectfully ask Congress to consider the above stated. This will help to alleviate 

undue financial hardships on our business communities and help rebuild economies and restore 

jobs across the nation.  

Thank you for considering this request. 

Sincerely, 

 

Allan Zaremberg 

President & CEO 

California Chamber of 

Commerce (CalChamber) 

 

Chuck Berry 
President 

Colorado Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Sherry Menor-McNamara 
President & CEO 

Chamber of Commerce Hawaii 

 

 
Chris DiPentima 

President & CEO 

Connecticut Business & 

Industry Organization (CBIO) 

 

 

Todd Maisch 
President & CEO 

Illinois Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 
Ashli Watts 
President & CEO 

Kentucky Chamber of 

Commerce  



 

 

 
Stephen Waguespack 

President & CEO 

Louisiana Association of 

Business & Industry (LABI) 

 

 

 

 

 
John Regan 

President & CEO  

Associated Industries of 

Massachusetts (AIM)  

 
 

Doug Loon  
President 

Minnesota Chamber of 

Commerce 

 
 

Thomas Bracken  
President & CEO 

New Jersey Chamber of 

Commerce 

 
Rob Black 

President & CEO 

New Mexico Chamber 

of Commerce   

 
Heather Briccetti 

President & CEO 

The Business Council of New 

York State, Inc. 

 

 
 

Andrew E. Doehrel 
President & CEO 

Ohio Chamber of Commerce 

 
Gene Barr 

President & CEO 

Pennsylvania Chamber 

of Business & Industry 

 
Steve Roberts 
President 

West Virginia Chamber of 

Commerce 

  

  



 

 

CALIFORNIA 

 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 

The Honorable Alex Padilla 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

The Honorable Pete Aguilar 

The Honorable Nanette Diaz Barragan 

The Honorable Karen Bass 

The Honorable Ami Bera 

The Honorable Julia Brownley 

The Honorable Ken Calvert 

The Honorable Salud O. Carbajal 

The Honorable Tony Cardenas 

The Honorable Judy Chu  

The Honorable Luis J. Correa 

The Honorable Jim Costa 

The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier 

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 

The Honorable John Garamendi 

The Honorable Mike Garcia 

The Honorable Jimmy Gomez 

The Honorable Josh Harder 

The Honorable Jared Huffman 

The Honorable Darrell Issa 

The Honorable Sara Jacobs 

The Honorable Khanna Ro 

The Honorable Young Kim 

The Honorable Doug LaMalfa 

The Honorable Barbara Lee 

The Honorable Mike Levin 

The Honorable Ted Lieu 

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 

The Honorable Alan S. Lowenthal 

The Honorable Doris O. Matsui 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

The Honorable Tom McClintock 

The Honorable Jerry McNerney 

The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano 

The Honorable Devin Nunes 

The Honorable Jay Obernolte 

The Honorable Jimmy Panetta 

The Honorable Scott H. Peters 

The Honorable Katie Porter 

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard 

The Honorable Raul Ruiz 

The Honorable Linda T. Sanchez 

The Honorable Adam B. Schiff 

The Honorable Brad Sherman 

The Honorable Jackie Speier 

The Honorable Michelle Steel 

The Honorable Eric Swalwell 

The Honorable Mark Takano 

The Honorable Mike Thompson 

The Honorable Norma J. Torres 

The Honorable David G. Valadao 

The Honorable Juan Vargas 

The Honorable Maxine Waters 

 

COLORADO 

 

The Honorable Michael F. Bennet 

The Honorable John W. Hickenlooper 

The Honorable Lauren Boebert 

The Honorable Ken Buck 

The Honorable Jason Crow 

The Honorable Diana DeGette 

The Honorable Doug Lamborn 

The Honorable Joe Neguse 

The Honorable Ed Perlmutter 

CONNECTICUT 

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 

The Honorable Christopher Murphy 

The Honorable Joe Courtney 

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro  

The Honorable Jahana Hayes 

The Honorable James A. Himes 

The Honorable John B. Larson 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HAWAII 

 

The Honorable Brian Schatz 

The Honorable Mazie K. Hirono 

The Honorable Ed Case 

The Honorable Kaiali’i Kahele 

 

ILLINOIS 

 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth 

The Honorable Mike Bost 

The Honorable Cheri Bustos 

The Honorable Sean Casten 

The Honorable Danny K. Davis 

The Honorable Rodney Davis 

The Honorable Bill Foster 

The Honorable Jesus G. Garcia 

The Honorable Robin L. Kelly 

The Honorable Adam Kinzinger 

The Honorable Krishnamoorthi Raja 

The Honorable Darin LaHood 

The Honorable Mary E. Miller 

The Honorable Marie Newman 

The Honorable Mike Quigley 

The Honorable Bobby L. Rush  

The Honorable Janice D. Schakowsky 

The Honorable Bradley Scott Schneider 

The Honorable Lauren Underwood 

 

KENTUCKY 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

The Honorable Paul Rand 

The Honorable Andy Barr 

The Honorable James Comer 

The Honorable Brett Guthrie 

The Honorable Thomas Massie 

The Honorable Harold Rogers 

The Honorable John A. Yarmuth 

 

LOUISIANA 

 

The Honorable Bill Cassidy 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Clay Higgins 

The Honorable Mike Johnson 

The Honorable Steve Scalise 

 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

The Honorable Edward J. Markey 

The Honorable Elizabeth Warren 

The Honorable Jake Auchincloss 

The Honorable Katherine M. Clark 

The Honorable William R. Keating 

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch 

The Honorable James P. McGovern 

The Honorable Seth Moulton 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal 

The Honorable Ayanna Pressley 

The Honorable Lori Trahan 

 

MINNESOTA 

 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 

The Honorable Tina Smith 

The Honorable Angie Craig 

The Honorable Tom Emmer 

The Honorable Michelle Fischbach 

The Honorable Jim Hagedorn 

The Honorable Betty McCollum 

The Honorable Ilhan Omar 

The Honorable Dean Phillips 

The Honorable Pete Stauber 

 

NEW JERSEY 

 

The Honorable Robert Menendez 

The Honorable Cory A. Booker 

The Honorable Josh Gottheimer 

The Honorable Andy Kim 

The Honorable Tom Malinowski 

The Honorable Donald Norcross 

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 

The Honorable Bill Pascrell, Jr.  

The Honorable Donald M. Payne, Jr. 



The Honorable John Kennedy 

The Honorable Garret Graves 

The Honorable Albio Sires 

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith 

The Honorable Jefferson Van Drew 

The Honorable Bonnie Watson Coleman 

 

NEW MEXICO 

The Honorable Martin Heinrich 

The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan 

The Honorable Debra A. Haaland 

The Honorable Yvette Herrell 

The Honorable Teresa Leger Fernandez 

  

NEW YORK 

 

The Honorable Charles Schumer 

The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand 

The Honorable Jamaal Bowman 

The Honorable Yvette D. Clarke 

The Honorable Antonio Delgado 

The Honorable Adriano Espaillat 

The Honorable Andrew R. Garbarino 

The Honorable Brian Higgins 

The Honorable Chris Jacobs 

The Honorable Hakeem S. Jeffries 

The Honorable Mondaire Jones 

The Honorable John Katko 

The Honorable Nicole Malliotakis 

The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney 

The Honorable Sean Patrick Maloney 

The Honorable Gregory W. Meeks 

The Honorable Grace Meng 

The Honorable Joseph D. Morelle 

The Honorable Jerrold Nadler 

The Honorable Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

The Honorable Tom Reed 

The Honorable Kathleen M. Rice 

The Honorable Elise M. Stefanik 

The Honorable Thomas R. Suozzi 

The Honorable Paul Tonko 

The Honorable Ritchie Torres 

The Honorable Nydia M. Velazquez 

The Honorable Lee M. Zeldin 

 

 

The Honorable Mikie Sherrill 

 

 OHIO 

 

The Honorable Sherrod Brown 

The Honorable Rob Portman 

The Honorable Troy Balderson 

The Honorable Joyce Beatty 

The Honorable Steve Chabot 

The Honorable Warren Davidson 

The Honorable Marcia L. Fudge 

The Honorable Bob Gibbs 

The Honorable Anthony Gonzalez 

The Honorable Bill Johnson 

The Honorable Jim Jordan 

The Honorable David P. Joyce  

The Honorable Marcy Kaptur 

The Honorable Robert E. Latta 

The Honorable Tim Ryan 

The Honorable Steve Stivers 

The Honorable Michael R. Turner 

The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 

The Honorable Robert P. Casey, Jr. 

The Honorable Pat Toomey 

The Honorable Brendan F. Boyle 

The Honorable Matt Cartwright 

The Honorable Madeleine Dean 

The Honorable Michael F. Doyle 

The Honorable Dwight Evans 

The Honorable Brian K. Fitzpatrick 

The Honorable Chrissy Houlahan 

The Honorable John Joyce 

The Honorable Fred Keller 

The Honorable Mike Kelly 

The Honorable Conor Lamb 

The Honorable Daniel Meuser 

The Honorable Scott Perry 

The Honorable Guy Reschenthaler 

The Honorable Mary Gay Scanlon 

The Honorable Lloyd Smucker 

The Honorable Glenn Thompson 

The Honorable Susan Wild 

 

 



 

WEST VIRGINIA 

 

The Honorable Joe Manchin III 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 

The Honorable David B. McKinley 

The Honorable Carol D. Miller 

The Honorable Alexander X. Mooney 

 

  

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

  

        

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  


