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TO: The Honorable Members of the PA House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Alex Halper, Senior Vice President, Government Affairs

DATE: January 28, 2026

RE: PA Chamber memo: Amend H.B. 2154, Prison Industry Enhancement
Authority

The PA Chamber urges you to hold off considering H.B. 2154, establishing the Prison
Industry Enhancement Authority, which the Committee is scheduled to consider today.
While we support the concept, we have suggested a number of amendments to improve
the bill and help avoid unintended consequences and request time for stakeholders to
work through this process.

This initiative would facilitate joint ventures between correctional facilities and private
industry and has potential to benefit both incarcerated individuals seeking wage-earning
opportunities and work experience and employers who, through this program, could
gain access to a pool of talented, skilled Pennsylvanians.

This concept has tremendous potential; however, there are several areas of ambiguity we
hope the committee will address before the bill advances; for example: how individuals
will be selected for participation; their employment status; providing liability protections
for employers similar to those provided to the public sector partners; among other areas.

We respectfully request the Committee hold off consideration of this legislation until
concerns and questions with the bill can be addressed. Please contact Alex Halper at
ahalper@pachamber.org or 717-645-8730 with any questions or to discuss.

Click here to check the PA Chamber Legislative Scorecard.
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