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TO: The Honorable Members of the PA House of Representatives

FROM: Allie Kutz, Manager, Government Affairs

DATE: March 24, 2026

RE: PA Chamber Memo: Oppose HB 1191 — Harmful Interstate Commerce and
Supply Chain Mandates

On behalf of the PA Chamber, I write to respectfully urge members to vote no' on
House Bill 1191.

The PA Chamber strongly supports a safe, efficient, and modernized system of
infrastructure and shares the goal of moving Pennsylvania’s economy forward while
protecting consumers and workers. HB 1191, however, relies on a series of state level
operational mandates that would disrupt interstate commerce, increase costs, and
expose the Commonwealth to legal uncertainty without producing meaningful safety
improvements.

Several key provisions of the bill are already governed by federal law, including freight
train length limits, mandated crew sizes, blocked crossing penalties, expanded wayside
detector requirements, and additional hazardous materials reporting. These areas have
consistently been found to be preempted under federal rail statutes, raising serious
questions about enforceability and increasing the likelihood of litigation rather than
improved safety.

From an operational standpoint, HB 1191 would require railroads to break up or
reconfigure trains at Pennsylvania’s borders, increasing handling, delays, and risk. These
impacts would be felt across supply chains that support energy production,
manufacturing, agriculture, and consumer goods, ultimately driving up costs for
employers and consumers.

Rail safety has continued to improve under the existing federal framework, with
significant reductions in accidents and hazardous materials incidents over time. HB 1191
introduces duplicative and prescriptive requirements that complicate compliance
without clear safety benefit.

For these reasons, the PA Chamber respectfully requests members to oppose HB 1191.
Please contact Allie Kutz, Manager, Government Affairs, at akutz@pachamber.org or
717-439-4829 with any questions

Click here to check the PA Chamber Legislative Scorecard.
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